elementary school children. But among our child population of under 5, and who are not so prominently in the public eye, it is a very prevalent and a very dangerous disease, and the public health authorities might, with advantage to the public health, consider or reconsider, as the case may be, the feasibility of taking steps to prevent its spread, lessen the number of the cases, and incidentally lower thereby the mortality among our small children.
There is strong prinmd facic evidence that whooping-cough predisposes to tuberculosis. As my statistics demonstrate, anid as my experience confirms, an unusually large proportion of these children die of tuberculosis. The converse deduction can be made fairly that as tuberculous invasions are favoured by the presence of the whooping-cough virus a large percentage of the tuberculous infections of childrenl are due to whooping-cough. Therefore, as a preventive of tuberculosis there is an additional reason why less favourable treatment should be accorded to whooping-cough than it receives at present. ., now aged 21, when a boy aged 4, suffered from a very severe and prolonged attack of whooping-cough, which brought about a complete collapse of the lower lobes of the lungs and consequent falling in of the thoracic walls. The thorax presents a very remlarkable appearance, for below the level of the nipples on either side there is a deep hollow, whilst the end of the sternum projects soimiewhat in the middle line. This deformity has resulted from the failure of the lungs to re-expand after the violent compression exerted upon them-by the spasms of the cough. A further change has been brought about in the general development owing to the compression of the thoracic organs, for the young man presents an infantile appearance and is so dwarfed as to mceasure only 5 ft. in height, whilst his weight is only 6 st. 10 lb. The diminished lung capacity brings about dyspncea and lividity on severe exertion, and he experiences some difficulty in mounting stairs.
The thorax above the nijjiples is fairly well developed, but a deep crease runs inwards fromii each axilla, crossing the nipple line and bounding the upper margin of the depressed portion. The photograph scarcely emphasizes sufficiently the depth of the hollow on either side.
